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                             Candidate Statement                     

Dr. Suh-Fang Jeng 
Election for World Physiotherapy Vice President (2023-2027) 
 

My first encounter with World Physiotherapy was being a delegate of Taiwan Physical 
Therapy Association (TPTA) at the General Meeting (GM) in Yokohama, Japan, in 1999. I felt 
closely connected with global colleagues in discussing the professional issues and was 
deeply impressed by the visions of World Physiotherapy leaders that have inspired me to 
devote in international service. In the past 15 years, I have been honoured to consecutively 
serve as a member of International Scientific Committee of World Physiotherapy Congress 
(2008-2011), and the treasurer (2011-2017) and chairperson (2017-2023) of World 
Physiotherapy- Asia Western Pacific (AWP) region. These roles provide me ample 
opportunities to learn, grow and contribute in my professional career. I would like to 
present myself for the position of Vice President to the GM in 2023.  
 
Experiences and Competences 

My local services include being the Chair of PT School (2007-2013) and Associate Dean 
of Medical College (2014-2019) at National Taiwan University (NTU), and Secretary General 
(1997-1999) and President (2011-2017) of TPTA. I have collaborated with both academic 
and clinical colleagues to accomplish several tasks: (1) establishing a PT centre at NTU 
hospital, the first one in the nation accepting referrals from all medical specialists; (2) 
launching entry level Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) programs at two national universities 
that are the pioneer programs in Asia; (3) establishing national PT Day in Taiwan to 
champion the profession; (4) hosting 2013 AWP Regional Congress in Taiwan; (5) facilitating 
disaster management after a dust explosion event and an earthquake; and (6) advocating 
amendment of legislation for direct access of PT service. These endeavours have 
exemplified my determination and perseverance in governing a national organization and an 
academic institute to achieve significant impacts on the society.  

In the capacity as the AWP Regional Chairperson, I have collaborated with World 
Physiotherapy, regional executive committee and member organizations (MOs) to 
transform the administration by implementing a trial of central collection of regional fee 
(2018-2020) and then the regional support model (2021-present) to enhance the 
sustainability in governance and finance. To advance the practice and education in the 
region, I have teamed up with TPTA and World Physiotherapy to procure grants from 
various partners including: (1) hosting the PEDS project funded by Taiwan government in 
2018 to train paediatric physiotherapists and neonatologists from Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, and Vietnam in neonatal care; and (2) 
advising the OPTIMAL project hosted by TPTA and funded by the International Rotary Club 
to provide continuing education in Vietnam (2022-present). To facilitate connection among 
regional MOs, I have encouraged complimentary registration of regional MO’s local 
conference that the preferential treatment has been widely adopted in the region. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic period, we have promptly established a regional network via FB for 
timely response and resource sharing, initiated six webinars hosted by earnest regional MOs 
on important professional issues, and successfully held the virtual AWP Regional Congress 
2022 in Hong Kong. These collaborative projects and networking activities have signified my 
value of inclusiveness and my competence of seeking partnership and support.  
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At the Global level, I have intensively participated in World Physiotherapy activities 
including: (1) feedback on Constitution and Regulation; (2) serving on the International 
Scientific, Membership, Bursary, and Awards Committees, and the Taskforce on Entry-Level 
Education in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic; (3) moderating/speaking in World 
Physiotherapy Congresses on young investigator career path, DPT education, direct access, 
social media and leadership in a global pandemic; (4) participating in the leadership 
program; and (6) representing World Physiotherapy at WHO- regional committee meetings. 
I am currently providing editorial service to two official journals (PTJ and PPT) of American 
Physical Therapy Association (APTA). These international activities have attested my 
efficient communication and collaboration with many global leaders on cutting-edge topics.  
 
Perspectives for World Physiotherapy 

Physiotherapy evolves with changing environment and health care needs. World 
Physiotherapy has established the Strategic Plan 2022 and Beyond with the vision, purpose, 
and strategic pillars to provide the profession an insightful direction in preparedness of 
recovery in the post-COVID era. I will assist the President and the Board to engage the MOs, 
regions and subgroups in developing and implementing pragmatic actions. My campaign 
would embark on the following areas to accelerate the organizational growth and impact.  

Education- To designate a prototype of entry level education curriculum according to 
the Education Framework 2021 and to establish the standard of accreditation are in urgent 
need to help MOs develop new programs or undergo education reform. I am supportive of 
the innovative SUDA, ADAPTIVE, PEDS and OPTIMAL projects by seeking external funds via 
partnership with non-member stakeholders to empower MOs. Facilitation of resource 
sharing through establishing twinning programs and collaborative continued education 
courses among MOs are also cost-effective. The grant of credited certification by World 
Physiotherapy could add further value to those continued education courses. 

Practice- The Annual Membership Census showed a range of direct access status in the 
MOs. To meet the need of advanced practice in some MOs and to advocate for direct access 
in others, World Physiotherapy may synthesize respective scientific and practical evidence, 
and provide training workshops on advocacy strategy and action. In addition, the increasing 
application of digital technology in practice requires research and guideline on its feasibility, 
ethics and effectiveness.  

Internal Cooperation- World Physiotherapy contains five regions and 14 subgroups 
that are unique and vibrant. An inventory of the elements and times of World 
Physiotherapy, regional and subgroup activities, followed by a longitudinal plan on 
coordination and cooperation within organization could favour all parties and the members. 

International impact- World Physiotherapy is a key member of the World Health 
Professional Alliance and the World Rehabilitation Alliance. I would strongly support these 
international allies through advocacy activities and realization of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.  

 
I am very honoured to be nominated the Vice President of World Physiotherapy by 

TPTA and have obtained support of APTA. If I am successfully elected, I would dedicate to 
create friendly environments to facilitate more engagement and interaction of the MOs, 
regions and subgroups, and collaborate with other stakeholders to better the profession.  


